
 

 

 

Environmental Commitment
Each month, hundreds of vehicles in the Treasure Valley reach the end of their life. If these vehicles are left unattended 
or are not recycled properly, they could harm the environment. Recycling and proper decontamination of these vehicles 
is what Dillon Auto Parts has done for more than 50 years. In so doing, they have greatly improved air and water quality, 
conserved natural resources, and improved the general appearance of their community. The company is preventing 
pollution in the Treasure Valley by capturing mercury, recycling, reusing, diverting waste, and protecting water quality.

Pollution Prevention Success

Mercury Release Prevention

Dillon Auto Parts participates in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) program to recover mercury 
switches from scrap automobiles. In many older cars, light switches under the hood or in the trunk contain mercury, 
and some newer cars contain mercury switches in anti-lock brake systems. If not removed before vehicles are crushed, 
mercury-containing equipment from auto salvage yards can be a threat to the environment and human health.  

During the first year of joining, the Boise and Caldwell Dillon yards, plus their three affiliate yards, recovered 508 
mercury switches, totaling 625 grams of mercury. As of July 15, 2008, their yards had recovered an additional 102 
switches, totaling approximately 127 grams of captured mercury.

Recycling, Reuse, and Waste Diversion 

According to the Automotive Recyclers Association, “the recycling of end-of-life vehicles saves an estimated 85 million 
barrels of oil that would have been used in the manufacturing of new or replacement parts. Additional energy and 
resource conservation is realized by recycling rebuildable ‘core’ parts to the automotive parts rebuilding industry.” 

At Dillon Auto Parts, batteries containing sulfuric acid and lead are removed from incoming vehicles to prevent 
environmental contamination. The batteries are tested and, if found to be good, are charged and resold, reducing the 
need for batteries to be built from virgin materials. If a battery is no longer usable, it is sold to a battery manufacturing 
company that recycles many of the components into new batteries, thus conserving natural resources. 

Tires and wheels are also removed. Damaged aluminum wheels are collected and sold to be processed into new 
aluminum. The remaining mechanical components on vehicles are all tested, and those found serviceable are resold. The 
vehicle is then drained of all fluids; the gasoline is resold, and the oil is sold to be used as a component of heating fuel 
and asphalt. In addition, the antifreeze is cleaned and resold, and the refrigerant is evacuated from the air conditioning 
units, preventing it from being released into the atmosphere.

Leadership and Water Quality Protection 

Dillon Auto Parts gladly accepts motor oil, antifreeze, batteries, and old gas from individuals doing their own vehicle 
maintenance. To prevent storm water contamination, all these potential pollutants are stored in marked containers in an 
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area protected from spills and leaks and shielded from the weather. Decontaminated vehicles are also stored in Dillon’s 
yard, which is maintained under a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan as part of EPA requirements. Lastly, Dillon 
Auto Parts encourages everyone to consider using a recycled part when repairing their vehicles and, when junking a 
vehicle, to verify that the auto salvage yard uses practices that protect the environment and human health.

For More Information
For more information visit Dillon Auto Parts’ website at www.dillonautoparts.com.

Information on this webpage represents examples of projects undertaken by the organizations only and does not constitute Departmental 
certification or approval of compliance at this or any other time with federal, state and/or local regulations, but is solely presented as an example of 
projects undertaken by organizations in order to prevent pollution and/or conserve resources. 


