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4 Alternative Systems 

4.1 General Requirements 

Revision: July 22, 2015 

All rules pertaining to standard subsurface sewage disposal systems shall be applicable, except as 

modified in this section for each alternative. 

All alternative systems shall be approved for specific site use by the health districts in a manner 

consistent with the guidance provided within this manual for each alternative system. 

Requirements for each site-specific alternative shall be contained in the permit. 

The designer of all public systems, both standard and complex, must be a PE licensed in Idaho 

(Idaho Code §54-1218). Additionally, the public system’s construction must be reviewed by a 

PE licensed in Idaho (Idaho Code §54-1218). The PE designing and overseeing the construction 

of any public system should be experienced in the system’s design. Public systems include any 

system owned by the state, a county, city, school district, irrigation district, drainage district, 

highway district, or other subdivision of the state having power to levy taxes or assessments 

against property situated therein (Idaho Code §54-1218). The requirement for a PE to design and 

oversee construction of a public system shall not apply to public systems if (Idaho Code §54-

1218): 

 The construction, reconstruction, maintenance, and repair work is insignificant (less than 

$10,000 in total cost), and 

 The work is performed by employees of the public agency according to standards for 

such work (including, but not limited to, the Idaho standards for public works 

construction and any supplements thereto) that have been certified by a PE and duly 

adopted by the public agency’s governing body, and 

 A PE determines the public construction, reconstruction, maintenance, and repair work 

does not represent a material risk to public health or safety. 

The designer of alternative private systems, other than those listed below, is required to be either 

a PE or an environmental health specialist. The PE must be licensed in Idaho and the 

environmental health specialist must be registered with the National Environmental Health 

Association, and both should be experienced in the alternative system’s design. The designer of 

the following complex alternative private systems must be a PE licensed in Idaho unless 

otherwise allowed within the specific system’s guidance: 

 At-grade soil absorption system 

 Drip distribution system 

 Evapotranspiration and evapotranspiration/infiltrative system 

 Experimental system 

 Grey water system (if pressurized) 

 Individual lagoon 


