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Office Use Only
TMDL Status
 ____________
Section I. Project Information
Please provide complete and accurate answers to receive the highest possible rating for your planning effort. DEQ recommends that you work closely with your engineering consultant to complete this form.
A. System Identification
     Is system located within incorporated city limits?
        System Ownership:
Note: If the facility has a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, a wastewater reuse permit, or a subsurface discharge permit, the permit number(s) must be provided.
B. Project Problems
1. On a separate sheet, describe known or anticipated problems. Label the description as section I.B.
C. Readiness
Decide if your community is interested in pursuing a DEQ Wastewater Planning grant by answering the following questions.
1. Do you need to construct or repair your public wastewater system?
If you answered YES, proceed to questions 2 and 3. Your wastewater system may be eligible to be rated and placed on the new fiscal year’s planning grant priority list for FY 2018.  
If you answered NO, you will not be placed on the new fiscal year’s priority list. DEQ will notify you next year when the grant and loan solicitation process begins. If you answered NO, do not complete or submit this form to DEQ.
2. Has your community completed a DEQ-approved wastewater planning study in the last 5 years?
3. Does your community have a planning study in progress now?
If you answered NO to either 2 or 3, you need to do some planning work. You are encouraged to pursue DEQ’s wastewater planning grant monies to accomplish your planning effort. If interested in receiving a wastewater planning grant, complete questions 4–8 and proceed to section II. 
If you answered YES to either 2 or 3, are you ready to design and construct your project? If so, and you wish to have your project rated and placed on the wastewater loan priority list, fill out and submit a Clean Water Loan Letter of Interest (LOI) form. Do not submit this grant LOI if you want your project on the loan priority list.
An Environmental Information Document (EID) may be required under the DEQ planning grant process if you plan to design or construct a project with SRF funds. If your system plans to avoid the use of SRF design/construction funds, you may choose to opt out of the EID. Contact the DEQ grant and loan program office for details. Preparation of an EID is considered grant eligible if you wish to prepare it as part of this planning process. You may also choose to defer the EID until completion of preliminary design. 
4. Do you plan to include an EID as part of your planning study?
5. What is the estimated cost to prepare your planning study? (Initial EID costs need not include agency consultation efforts--discuss with DEQ regional engineer.)
6. If interested in receiving a planning grant, will you have the 50% required match funds available within the next 12 months?
7. Does your system have licensed operators as required by the “Wastewater Rules” (IDAPA 58.01.16)?	
9. If you have already contacted an engineer about your planning effort, indicate your status and provide contact information for the engineer (or firm):
Section II. Integrated Priority Rating System
IDAPA 58.01.04.020 Projects are identified for placement on priority lists by surveying eligible entities directly on an annual basis. Information is also received from the Department and consulting engineers. Grant funds are awarded to projects based on priority ratings. Projects are rated by the Department on a standard priority rating form using public health, sustainability, and water quality criteria. 
Answer the questions below and provide copies of the requested documentation. Applicants or their consultants are encouraged to contact DEQ regional engineering or state office grant and loan program staff prior to the submittal deadline if assistance in answering any of the questions is needed. Rating will be done on the basis of the answers and documentation provided.
A. Public Health Emergency or Hazard—All Projects
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.a. Public health emergency or hazard certified by the Idaho Board of Environmental Quality, the Department, a District Health Department or by a District Board of Health—up to 150 points.
 
Note: An emergency declaration must come from the DEQ director, WQ administrator, regional administrator, or district health department officials and must intentionally declare an emergency, not incidentally use the word. Emergency declarations more than 24 months prior to the LOI may be disqualified or discounted at the discretion of the SRF program.
1. Does an officially declared or designated public health hazard or emergency exist, as certified/documented by the DEQ Board, DEQ, or District Health Department's Board of Health?  
If YES, provide a copy of board documentation or certification with LOI.
B. Regulatory Compliance Issues—Point Source Projects/Conventional Wastewater Systems
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.b. Regulatory compliance issues (e.g., noncompliance and resulting legal actions relating to infrastructure deficiencies at a wastewater facility)—up to 100 points.
A point source wastewater facility is required to comply with state and federal rules and the terms of its permits (such as a federal National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System [NPDES] discharge permit, state water reuse permit, or state subsurface discharge permit). For purposes of LOI evaluation, a facility will not receive points for noncompliance unless documented by agency correspondence, such as a warning letter, compliance agreement schedule, consent order, notice of violation, administrative order, permit compliance schedule, or assessment of monetary penalties.
1. Is the system in compliance with the existing NPDES and/or reuse (wastewater land application) permit(s) listed above?
If NO, check one:
2. Is the system in compliance with its current permit but has received a draft permit with which the system would be initially out of compliance, and compliance will be achieved by the current project? On a separate sheet, describe the compliance issues and proposed permit compliance schedule. Include a copy of the draft permit.
3. On a separate sheet, describe the permit violations, any agency noncompliance correspondence, and any enforcement penalties imposed, or attach proof of noncompliance to this LOI. Label the description as section II.B.2.
C. Watershed Restoration—All Projects
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.c. Watershed restoration (e.g., implementation of best management practices or initiation of construction at wastewater collection and treatment facilities as part of an approved total maximum daily load plan, implementation of nonpoint source management actions in protection of a threatened water, or is part of a special water quality effort)—up to 100 points. 
The planning effort will address best management practices and wastewater collection and treatment facilities as part of an approved total maximum daily load (TMDL), protects threatened waters identified through Idaho’s Nonpoint Source Management Program Plan, or is part of a special water quality effort (e.g., governor’s Bull Trout Conservation Plan). 
Points can be assigned based on a restoration from impacts to a Clean Water Act §303(d) water body, threatened or endangered species, sole-source aquifer, or sensitive/special resource ground water. 
1. Does your wastewater facility discharge to a surface water body?
2. Will your planning study evaluate best management practices and wastewater facilities as part of a TMDL implementation plan? 
3. Will your planning study evaluate means to reduce impacts to surface water?
If YES, on a separate sheet describe current impacts and how the proposed planning study will address the impacts. Label the description as section II.C.3.
Check all that apply: 
4. Will your planning study evaluate reducing impacts to ground water?
If YES, on a separate sheet describe current impacts and how the proposed planning study will address the impacts. Label the description as section II.C.4.
Check all that apply: 
5. Will your planning study evaluate habitat improvement for listed threatened or endangered species?
If YES, on a separate sheet describe current impacts and how the proposed planning study will address the impacts. Label the description as section II.C.5.
D. Watershed Protection From Impacts—All Projects 
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.d. Watershed protection from impacts (e.g., improvement of beneficial use(s) in a given water body, evidence of community support, or recognition of the special status of the affected water body)—up to 100 points.
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.e. Preventing impacts to uses (nonpoint source pollution projects)—up to 100 points.
1. Five beneficial uses are designated by the “Water Quality Standards” (IDAPA 58.01.02.100). Of the five beneficial uses listed, to which will the proposed planning study evaluate reducing or preventing future impacts?
Check all that apply: 
On a separate sheet, describe the current impacts to each beneficial use checked and explain how the proposed planning study will address future impacts. Label the description as section II.D.1.
2. State and National Priorities—Preference is given to projects based on recognizing the special status of waters or uses of those waters.  
Check all that apply:
Include documentation supporting the designation as a State Priority or a National Priority. Label the documentation as section II.D.2.
3. For NPS-related projects, how long will the project owners, managers, or sponsoring agency operate and maintain the project after implementation?
Check one (NPS projects only):
E. Sustainable (Green) Infrastructure Efforts—All Projects
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.f. Sustainability efforts (e.g., prospective efforts at energy conservation, water conservation, extending the life of capital assets, green building practices, and other environmentally innovative approaches to infrastructure repair, replacement and improvement)—up to 50 points.
Answers to the following questions can improve your overall rating. If you earn Priority List points for your responses to this section, your project engineer will need to help DEQ (several hours) develop the needed information for reporting to EPA, and efforts for which points have been granted will become obligations under the terms of the grant agreement. No more than 50 points will be awarded in this section. All the items checked shall be addressed in the planning document.
For reference, selected green infrastructure-related web links are provided under the relevant checklist items below:
Check all that apply under #2 and #3—5 or 10 points each as noted, up to a maximum of 50 points.
2. Management-based efforts—Explain the management-based sustainability initiative efforts your system will evaluate or implement as part of the project and the cost of the effort. Include documentation supporting the management-based efforts. Label the documentation as section II.F.2. Management-based efforts could include, but would not be limited to, the following: 
3. Technology-based efforts—Explain the technology-based sustainability initiative efforts your system will engage in as part of the project and the cost of the effort. The items below are grouped according to the documentation required, which will be required at the time of final design. Technology-based efforts could include, but would not be limited to the following:
Categorically accepted (no justification required):
Examples that have been accepted for Idaho projects can be found at www.deq.idaho.gov/green-project-reserve.
Provision of environmentally innovative wastewater treatment systems such as the following (contact grant and loan program for requirements) (all 10 pts):
F. Affordability—Conventional Wastewater Projects
IDAPA 58.01.04.020.02.g. Affordability (current system user charges exceed state affordability guidelines)—10 points.
/month/household
Section III. Authorized Signature
Would you be willing to allow us to share your LOI with other federal funding agencies?
I understand that if awarded funding, costs incurred prior to the award are not eligible for reimbursement, unless written acceptance of the costs are received from DEQ.                                                                                                     Initials
I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided here is valid and correct: 
Authorized Signature:
Title:
Print Name:
Date:
Return completed form by January 13, 2017, to:Idaho Department of Environmental QualityAttn: Charlie Parkins1410 North HiltonBoise, ID 83706charlie.parkins@deq.idaho.govPhone (208) 373-0577    Fax (208) 373-0576
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